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The Lord hath created Medicines wut of the Earth :— With such doth he heal Men, and taketh away ther Pains.” Eccues. xxxvut. 4, 7. 
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FOR THE MEDICAL NEWS PAPER. 
The Jdvantages and Disadvan- 
* ee “eet 
tages of Medical Societies. 

The advantages of medical societies to 
the public, are fewif any. To their own 
members are the benefits resulting from 
ench associations principally confived. By 
their rules they establish extravagaut pri- 
ces for their services, whether any goo! 
resuits from them or not. This though a 


great advantage to themselves, is, notwitt- | 


standing, many times, a great disadvantage 
to their employers. We have a record of 
of this kindin the Scriptares, of a woman 
having an issue of blood twelve years, who 
spent all her sabstance upon physicians 
witbout being healed, This inconvenience 
] once suffered myself from a physician, 
who, after having wasted severat montis 
upon useless experiments, exacted a hand 

some sum forehis fruitiess triais, leaving 
me in a worsé condition than what he found 
me. It would be unnecessary (9 muitiply 
such cases, as they fall within the scope of 
almost every person’s observation. Such 
physicians refuse to consult with one per- 
haps of greater qualifications and better 
experience, (who has not subscribed to 
their laws) merely to advance, if possible, 
their own undeserving reputation and pre- 
tended superiority. In this we may discover 
that self-interest is their sole object, to the 
great detriment and disadvantage of the 
community. It is a fact wholly subversive 
of the good of society, that many times thr y 
discountenance wise men and exalt foois; 
substituting ignorance and inexperience, 
for knowledge and @xperience. It is very 
pleasing to sce associations formed for the 
mutual instruction and benefit of each oth- 
er, and for the geverai good of society at 
large. But unhappily for our medical so- 
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cieties, this is far from being the case.— 
idere as an exception to ail other institu- 
tions, we see members of the same {frater- 
rity violently opposed to each other; even 
‘o such a degree as to refuse speaking or 
consuiling together. With them, it is no- 
ihing uncommon to slander and vilify the 
character of one with whom they have 
subscribed to a form of feiiowship. Wheth- 
er aman can derive any advantage from 
such as be never associates with, and with 


such as are opposed to the best interests of 


each other, we leave for the public to de- 
cide. Une thing however is very evident, 
that a person by attaching himself to such 
a vody, deésfot affect his ability or skill 
in the cure of diseases in the least. 

A man may be a physician to day with- 
out belonging toa medical suciety, and by 
ihe morrow, may procure a diploma as a 
member of such, yet not add in the smallest 
degree to the knowledge of his profession. 
‘or does it brighten his genius, strengthen 
nis Memory, or in apy Way make him a 
better physician than before. It does not 
present Bim with better means to collect 
information, because any person who can 
ifford the expense, can procure all the in- 
formation that is to be had, 1 must ac 
knowledge, | can see no benefit to be de 
rived, ws it relates to the science, trom be- 
ing a member of a medical society. Nor 


to an endless method of names and distinc; 
tions made use of to disguise the art and 
blind the eyes of the public. Any person 
can procure a license who has devoted such 
a length of time to study, and who has learnt 
wis lessons as a child learns the a!phabet, 
and in this way physicians as well as pro- 
fessional men of all classes can be found, 
wholly enqualified for the art they profess. 
It depends more upon natura! taste and ge- 
nius, aS a person possessed of these would 
make more proficiency in a few months, 
than one void of them, could in his whole 
life time. We daily see men who have 
been drilled through all the exercises of 
the schools, surpassed and eclipsed by those 
who never so much as inhaled their atmos- 
phere as to the practice of physic. If we 
take the faculty for our guide, how shall 
we be able to jorm a decision as to the cer- 
tainty of the effects of a medicine. They 
us a body it would seem ought to be united 
in their opinion in this respect, yet a rem- 
‘dy recormmended by the one, is condemn- 
ed by another. A tact said to have been ob- 
served by the former, is denied by the lat- 
ter. In consequence of this, the most sim- 
ple axioms, the truth or fallacy of which 
it seems the most easy to establish, remaia 
lin the mind of a judicions reader eny eloped 
lin a cloud ef uncertainty. If we abandon 
| their books; anti follow physicians to the 





any pleasure, unless it be calied a pleasure | bed side of their patients, we discover the 
to be associated with such as are divided | same disputes, the same contradictions, 


among themselves. Some have vainly im- 
w#.ued that a physician belonging to a med- 


ical soggy must necessarily possess supe- 
rior ka@wledge, because as a requisite to 


become a member of such, he must have 
gone through ‘a long course of study to 
qualify him for admission. But let it be 
remembered that such a course of study 
does not relate aitogether to the simple 
pragtice Of medicine, but more particuiarly 





; . . ' 
, Which are calculated, if we piace our con- 


ludence in them to leave the mind ina state 
of skepticism or uncertainty as to the effects 
of medicine. ‘ Physicians generally trifle 
a long time with medicines before they 
learn their proper use.” In those coun- 
tries, says Cabanis, ‘‘where medicive is 
taught and practiced in a proper manner it 
will be tound to possess direct utility.”— 
But “ the veil of mistery, which still hangs 
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 eiety, have different views of the same sub- 
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over me licine, rendérs it not only a con-! thing of the language or not. 


jectural, but even a suspicious art. This 
has been long ago removed from the other 
sciences, which jnduces many to believe 
that medicine ia@mere trick, and that it will 
not bare a fait @xamination. Disguising 
medicine not only retards its improvement 
as a science, but exposes the profession to 
ridicule, and is injurious to the true inter- 
ests of society. Very few of the valuable 
discoveries in medicine have been made by 
physicians. ‘They have in general been 
the effects of chance or necessity, and have 
been usually opposed by the faculty; till 
every one else was convinced of their im- 
portance. An implicit faith in the opinions 
of teachers, an attachment to systems and 


MEDICAL NEWS-PAPER. 


_ This con- 
duct, though sacred in the eyes of our an- 
cestors, appears ridiculous enough to us; 
and doubtless some part of ours will seem 
as strange to posterity. Among these we 
may reckon the present mode of medical 
prescriptions, which we may venture to af- 
tirm, will some time hence appear to have 
been completely ridicuious, and a_ very 


burlesque upon the common sense of man- 


kind. For whatis the difference between 


‘ religion in latin, or medicine prescribed in 


established forms, and the dread of reflec- | ay 
to read the physician’s prescription; he is 


tions will always operate on those who fol- 
low medicine as atrade. If men of letters 
were to claim the right of inquiry into a 
matter that so nearly concerns them, the 
good effects of medicine would soon appear. 
Such men would have no separate interest 
from the art. They would detect and ex- 
pose assuming ignorance under the mask 
of gravity and importance, and would be 
the judges and patrons of modest merit.— 
Not having their understandings perverted 
in their youth by false theories, unawed 
by authority, and unbiassed by interest, 
they would canvass with freedom the most 
universally received principles in medicine, 
and expose the uncertainty of many of 
those doctrines of which a physician dares 
not so much as seem to doubt. No argu- 
ment can be brought against laying open 
medicine, which does not apply with equal 
force to religion; yet experience has 
shown, that since the laity have asserted 
their right of inquiry into these subjecis, 
Theology, considered as a science, bas been 
improved, the interests of real religion have 
been promoted, and the clergy have be- 
come a more learned, a more useful, and 
a more respectable body of men, than they 
ever were in the days of their greatest 
power and splendor. Medical writers, most 
of them, extol the merit of those :: en who 
brought philosophy out of the scho  .s, and 
subjected it to the rules of common sense. 
But they never consider that medicine, at 
present, is in nearly the same situation as 
philosophy was at that time, and that it 
might be much improved by being treated 
in the same manner. Indeed no science 
ean either be rendered rational or useful, 
without being submitted to the common 
sense or reason of mankind. ‘These alone 
stamp a value upon science ; and what will 
not bear the test of these ought to be re- 
Men in the different states of so- 


ject. Sometime ago it was the practice in 
the church, for every person to say his 


latin. But writing prescriptions in Latin 
is not only ridiculous, but it is likewise 
dangerous. However capable physicians 
may be of writing latin, it is certain apothe- 
caries are not always able to read them.— 
But suppose the apothecary ever so able 


sometimes otherwise employed, and the 
business is left entirely to the apprentice. 
By this means the greatest man in the coun- 
try, even when he employs a first rate phy- 
sician, in reality trusts his life in the hauds 
of an idle boy, who bas not only the chance 
of being very ignorant, but likewise giddy 
and careless Mistakes will sometimes hap- 
pen in spite of the greatest care ; but where 
human lives are concerned, all possible 
methods ought to be taken to prevent 
them. For this reason, the prescriptions of 
physicians, instead of being couched in mys- 
tical characters and a dead language, ought 
to be conceived in the most plain and obvi- 
ous terms imaginable.” But what ought to 
be the subject of particular reprehension, 
is the practice of protracting diseases be- 
yond the necessary time for , for the 
suke of gain. We do not wish to impute to 
the whole body of physicians such abomina- 
ble designs, but that it has been the practice 
of some is positive, even from their own 
private testimony. It would be the great- 
est absurdity, says Cabanis, *‘ to assert that 
there are no empirics among physicians,” 
it is the province of the public to ascertain 
such who justly fall under this denom:na- 
tion, and openly to discountenance them in 
their profession. 
—p_—— 
[CoMMUNICATED. | 


What constitutes a Quack. 

That there are such beings in existence, 
whose character comports with the term 
quack, cannot reasonably be doubted. It 
only remains for us to distinguish them from 
the true physician, for “ by their traits 5< 
shall know them.” Quacks are such as 
deal in secret and poisonous remedi€s ; dis- 
guising their practice in terms of darkuess 
and mystery. ‘They undertake to cure dis- 
eases which they are entirely ignorant of, 
and employ remedies whose effects are 





| wholly uncertain. In fact, who ever pre- 
_ tends to the art of healing, and draims the 


prayersion Latin, whether he knew any | purses of his employers, without accom- 





plishing his pretensions, such an one might 
be truly designated by the term impostor 
or quack. We are aware, that very many 
indnige an idea, that he who practices phys- 
ic without becoming a member of soime 
Medical Society, wust necessarily be con- 
sidered a quack. At the same time we know 
that those who indulge this idea, are igno- 
rant of the intent of such societies, or so 
much so, as not to — the nature of 
such a character. _Wany who are called 
quacks, practice upon the same method, 
and use the same remedies, as those who 
are denominated * regular @ihysicians ”— 
Quackery is imposition, and Hea doctor be- 
longing to the Massachusetts Medical Soci- 
ety should cure a man of a fever, and a 
physician who.did not belong to that society 
should do the same ‘thing, by employing 
the same remedies,where is the difference, 
excepting inthe name. And as quackery 
does not consist in a mere name, bui in 
practice, it must be considered different 
from what is generally understood, Quack- 
ery then, is dealing in secret and poisonous 
medicines, and whose eflects are worse 
than the diseases they are given to relieve. 
Of such, we sball rank all the different com- 
binations and preparations of mercury, zinc, 
copper, iron, nitre, arsenic, lead, tin, verct- 
gris, vitriol, sulphur, aqua fortis, antimeny 
emetic tartar, lunar caustic, steel, animonia, 
prussic acid, potass, salts, amber, phospho- 
rus, cinnabar, soda, borax, bismuth, can- 
tharides, barytes, alam, cochmeal, ap- 
ple ‘peru, hemlock, deadly nightshade, 
dog-wood, hellebore, foxglove, henbane, 
indigo weed ivy, poppy plants, 
wolfsbane, nux vomica. These are some 
of the most violent poisons, and many heal- 
thy persons have lost their lives by taking 
them through mistake ; consequently what 
will kill the well man, can in no wise cure 
the sick. o 

Those who use such medicines, general- 
ly use them in disguise, because no one ac- 
quainted with their effects, would be wil- 
ling to take them. No wonder that those 
who use the most baneful poisons, should 
meet with so little success in the cure of 
the most simple diseases. So unavailing is 
their skill, that when a person has the least 
symptoms of indisposition, from causes easy 
to be removed, they apprehesd a certain 
disolution. How seldom do we gee a con- 
sumption cured by the common method of 
treaiment. If one person from a hundred is 
cured ofa dropsy, rheumatism, gout, appo- 
plexy, or brain fever, we are inclined to 
think it almost a miracle. Thousands there 
are who have labored under the above 
complaints, and as mapy more in variety, 
who have tried the skiil of the greatest 
champions of medical erudition, without 
effect, and have at last been cured perhaps 
by the prescription of some obscure non- 








Cn —S het A ether A me etlUwettlUCUl et CUCU elu ell ekt!hlC jE Ee. . x... .. eee 


Se aen aw ee 





ee | ee a 


wlUl[W 


i Ferre, 


aK. 


pretender to the science. Not to say any 
thing of those, who have Jost te entire use 
of their limbs, and many who have lost their 
lives by the speculations of those who are 
faisely considered the guardians of health. 
These sp@culaors are bold enough to ac- 
knowledge in many cases, and to publish to 
the world, the history of amerivosic vic- 
tims to their vague and fantastic experi- 
ments, 

In uch cases. were aman only to suffer 
in his health, it were fortanate; bat he 
must sacrifice his hard earned substance, to 
support such dangerous and deleterious 
practices. Now ii tiis is not quackery, 
where does the. monster exist? Does it 
take up its abode with such an one, who 
snatches his fellow creatures from the 
grasp.of tigers afidMiountebanks, and re- 
stores him-from his emaciated sufferings: to 
his friends, a living monument of health 
and activity? We might reasonably sup- 
pose it Were understood, were it not for the 
prepossessed notions of many (otherwise 
sensible) to the contrary. The greatest 
depredations are committed upon the healih 
and purses of mankind, by practitioners li- 
censed from some medicat iustitution, while 
the modest physician is judged an imposter, 
if beas guilty of re*toring health to the suf- 
fering and afflicted. But furthermore, such 
physicians as are opposed to the shortest 
and easiest method of cure, instead of pro- 
tracting diseases longer than necessary, are 
impostors, and of course quacks. A Pegu- 
lar bred doctor being told ofa method of 
cure somewhat short and easy, replied, * 1 
have not the least doubt but that it -emoves 
obstructions, promotes a free circulation, 
and restores an equilibrium of action. Now 
our medical bills for those complaints are 
pretty handsome suns, therefore can it be 
expected that 1, or any other physician 
will recommend it to patients as the easiest 
and quickest method of cure? If I was to 
charge only one quarter of our common 
charges, you see I should lose, instead of 
proceeding according to our regular prac- 
tice. Truc,a phy-ician who is independ- 
eut. may do so, but the greatest number oi 
physicians are dependent on their practice 
for a living, and cannot live by being thus 
honest. I, for my part should have to gu 
te some other business.” Ihe reply was. 
* An honest physician will use, or recom 
mend such means as he knows, or believes 
will relieve from pain, and cure as soon as 
possible.—and not keep a patient suffering 
from interested motives; thisis not doing 
as we in the same, or similar situation, 
would like to be done by.” Undoubtedis 
says a medical author, “ there are those ot 
this profession as of all others, that care 
for no ones-interest but their own.” If au 
honest physician has the name of a quack, 
it is a very witling matter, provided he can 
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cure such diseases, as those who have a 
better name are not able to do. Whena 
person is sick, the only consideration is to 
get well again as soon a8 possible. A con- 
siderate man will employ a physician who 
can relieve him ; his inquiry is not wheth- 
er the doctor belongs to some particular 
society but, can he cure me? [ am confi- 
dent if | were sick, it would make but little 
odds, who or what a man was, if he but 
possessed the me ns of relief; that is ali! 
should desire. And as it is evident that 
many have been cured by sucly as are erro- 
neously called quacks, after the facalty -h 
exhausted all their skill upon them, would 
it not have been to their greatest interest 
to have employed such an one in the first 
onset? ‘Thousands there are, who have 
dallied years with such bhigh-toned physi- 
cians; have spent all their substance, when 
one week’s time, by the use of proper rem- 
edies, would have relieved them. When 
prostration of sirength, loss of health, the 
use of limbs, and even death itself, is the 
fate of the inconsiderate, let not a blind at- 
tachment to names, deter a man from the 
most certain and expeditious method of 
cure. 
—~—- 


The Gastric Juice of Dead Bodies, 
used by Physicians as a remedy 
for Diseases of the Living. 
Among all the’ remedies in use among 

physicians, there is none calculated to ex- 

cite our disgust in such a degree, as tha 
employment of the succus gastricus of the 
dead. Whatever diseases may exist, yet 
miserable must that man’s knowledge of 
remedies be, who is under the necessity 
of resorting to the stomach of a corpse, for 
the means of cure. Who would willingly 
swallow a poriion collected from such a 
disagreeable resource, were they at the 
moment conscious of the fact? The very 
thought would be appaling to the most irra- 
tional, much more the sensible and hu- 
mane. We are told, “the Lerd created 
medicines out of the earth” * to heal men 
and teke away their pains;” but that he 
created the gastric juice of the dead for 
such a purpose, we can hardly conceive to 
be probabie. Well might we exclaim with 

the preacher,— Lo, this only have I 

found, that God hath made man upright ; 

wut they have sought out many inventions.” 

\mong such inventions, we may rank the 

Jivagregable remedy we are speaking of. 

‘looper in mentioning the natural use of 

‘he gastric fluid, says, It has others which 

have induced physicians and surgeons to 

exhibit it medicinally. lt cures dyspepsia 
and intermittant fever. Applied externai- 
iy, in the form of fomentation or pouitice, 
it cures putrid and scroiuious ulcers ma 
wonderiul manner, and it is to be regreited 


MEDICAL NEWS-PAPER. 95 


that its utility is not more generally known.” 
And we might add, that where an emetic is 
wanting it would no doubt answer every 
purpose, by informing the patient when 
taking it, that it was collected from the 
stomach of adead corpse. If this would 
not cause the person to puke, antimonials 
and epecac would be unavailing. The doc- 
tor regrets that its utility in medicine is not 
more generally known. We are willing to 
proclaim its use to every one whe crav 

its application, therefore let every phy 


the precious juice for the benefit of such 
as may fall under their care in future 
practice. 


— 


Tartar Emetic. 


Dr. Hooper says this emetic ‘ has been 
known to prove fatal to children,’ even 
when given in a small dose. “It is chiefly 
given in the beginning of fevers and febrile 
diseases; when great debility is present, 
and in the advanced stages of typhoid fever 
its use is improper and even sometimes fa- 
tal.” From this account of the emetic tar- 
tar, it is evident that itis a fatal medicine 
in many cases, and the best method to les- 
sen its fatality, is to abandon its use alto- 
gether. 


Baryta Murias. 


‘* The muriate of barytes is a very acrid 
and poisonous preparation. The dose is 
from five to fifteen drops for children, and 
from fifteen to twenty for adults.” The 
reader will naturally inquire for what pur- 
pose such doses of poison are prescribed. 
If we were to answer that they are pre- 
scribed for the cure of the sick, we might 
involve ourselves in a most ridiculous 
falsehoud and absurdity. We had better 
answer, that physicians through ignorance, 
for the want of something miore safe and 
effectual. have been driven to the necessj- 
ty of resorting to the most acrid and pois- 
onous substances, at the expense of the 
iives of those to whom they are exhibited, 
Hence, so far from proving a cure to the 
sick, unless death be reckoned acure, they 
fall far short of that which is most desired, 
it is said that the late Dr. Crawford found 
it very serviceable in some cases, but alk 
the service it answered, as well as all oth- 
er poisonous prep@rations, we have reason 
to think, was to prolong the disease, and 
by this means, to lengthen out the doctor’ 
charges. Ip this manner no doubt many 
others as well as Dr. Crawlord have “/oung 
it very serurceable.” 
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cian while dissecting the bodies of thos@™) 
p}who have been-so unfortunate as to die Uh- ~ 
der their treatment, be cat@ful to colleet 
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Quackery. 
Professor Olmsted, in a geological ex- | 
cursion in the county of Wake, North Car- 


olina, met with the following fact, which | 


we presemt in his own words: “At Mr. 
‘Thompson’s, where { dined, | saw a fellow 
creature whose sufferings made me thank- 
ful even for my own imperfect health. He 
was a son of Mrs. T. and nearly fifly years 
ofage. WhenlI came into the porch, he 
as sitting before the entrance in an elbow 
hair, surrounded with pillows, with oo 
thing but a frock of linen, that came half 
‘The ghastly im 


his emaciated frame. The bones of his 
arms and legs were hardly covered with 
flesh, and the joints of the knees, and the 


largest joints of the fingers, were increased | 


to an enormous size His knees were drawn 
together beyond the power of separation, 


shortening the left leg, so that nothing but | 


the toes touched the floor. The hands 
were forcibly and immoveably fixed to the 
breast, the distorted fingers being bent back- 
ward, forming an arch over the swollen 
mound at the joints. A little motion with 
the ends of the fingers was all the suflerer 
could produce ; and | was much impressed 
with the insensibility of man to bis ordina- 
ry blessings, when I saw this poor invalid 
call sewera! times for a servant to brush off 
a fly that was biting his leg unmolested.— 
On his back wasa large running sore, which 
his friends were uncertain whether to as- 
cribe to disease, or to the effects of lying so 
Jong in a horizontal and immoveable pos- 


ture. The daily dressing of this sore which | 


was performed while | was present, gave 
him so much pain, that he was unable to 
sit up a moment after it was completed.— 
Three servants teok him up with all possi- 
ble care, and laid him on the bed; while 
the excruciating misery which this gentie 


movement produced filled the mouth of | 


the sufferer with groans and entreaties.— 
Here he lay, bewailing his lot in a hollow, 
piteous tone, and crying “Oh that thou 
wonuldst hide me in the grave, that thov 
wouldst keep me secret, until thy wrath be 
past !” On inquiring the cause of his suffer- 
ings, I was told that three years ago, being 
afflicted with rheumatism, he took the ad- 
vice of a quack to attempt its cure by enor- 
mous doses of sulphur With this view, he 
mixed a pound of sulphur with five quarts 
of water, and stirring it, took half a pint 
three times a day, until he had taken six 
pounds of suiphur. Soon after, commenced 
the pain and distortion of his limbs, which 
had subjected him to increasing and excru- 
ciating sufierings ever since.—-Silitman’s 
Journal. 

This account of the dreadful effects ‘of 
sulphur, taken into the stomach, ought to be 
a solemn warning to all who are in the hab- 


age, come on. As well might we think of a cure 
“of by looking over our left shouider to see 
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it of taking it as a remedy for rheumatism. | ation by applying, may find the same relief 


sulphur is a mineral ; it is inactive, and un- 
| iit for the stomach in any case. Many are 
| told that sulphur taken into the stomach will 
cure the rheumatism. Others say it will 
| cure by lying it to the back or limbs,in a 
small bag. Another says it will cure by 
carrying asmai{ piece in the pocket. It 
might also, with the same propriety be said 
| to cure, by laying a large roll of brimstone 
under the bed where you sleep, or placing it 
| under the chair where you sit, or by think- 
ing of a cargo of brimstone, when the pains 








the new moon. ‘hese are old wive’s fa- 
bles, and ought to be treated as such.— | 
What the man realized by taking six pounds | 
of suiphur, is doubtless a fact, which may 
be depended ov. ‘the man who directed 
this as a cure, and all who direct mercury, 
&c. to cure the sick, deserve the name ol 
| QUACKS, let their professions’ of medical 
skili be ever so great. 
eenanstat 
Cancers. 

Cancers are generaily alarming, as peo- 
ple generally consider them incurable. If by 
any they are thought curable, the method 
of cure is very distressing. Cutting or 
burning them out is painful and sometimes 
dangerous. When cut, they frequently ap- 
pear in some other part of the body, or in 
the same place. ‘Che reason of this is 
| plain; the cause is not removed. Itis of- 
| fen like cutting off the limbs of a tree,which 
| soon produces more. ‘Take the tree up 
_by the roots, and no more branches will be 





seen. 


South Boston, came to me witha rese can- 
cer on his under jaw. He stated that he 
first felt itin the upper side of his neck, a- 
bout seven years before; thathhe had ap- 
plied to several physicians to no good pur- 
pose ; and that he was willing to endure 
any thing, and pay any reasonable sum, if 
it could be cured. I stated to him, that if 
he would attend to my directions, he might 
without any doubt be cured. ‘This he 
agreed to, and began to take medicine. My 
first work, (alter putting en an easy plas- 
ter) was to remove the cause from the 
body. | carried him through a regular 
course of medicine, six times in five or six 
weeks. Atthe commencement, the can- 
cer was about the size of a 20 cent piece, 
and not far from a quarter of an dimch a- 
bove the flesh around it. . 

He kept the plaster op, and was gone 
into the country four weeks. When he re- 








place healed, and he enjoyed good beaith, 
which he has continued to enjoy, when | 
heard from him last, which was a few 


In the year 1822, Mr. John Facett, of | 


turned, the cancer was wholly gone, the ' 





months past, gcp7 Others in the same situ- 





from the EDITOR. 


Shaving the Head. 


It is a too common practice to shave and 
blister the bead, when a person is sick of 
afever. Such generally die, as the blister 
increases thebisorder instead of removing 
it. A respectable and wtelligible lady of 
Boston told me a few daye past, that her 
husband’s brother was sick of a fever, that 
the doctor ordered his head shaved, that it 
might be blistered. An aged barber was 
sent for ;—when he came, he said, ** 1 am 
sorry to do this. “In the course of my life, 


|| have shaved sixty-four, and only four of 


them lived.” It is astonishing to me that 
doctors and people ar blind. They see 
people deranged and distressed when their 
heads are shaved and blistered; they see 
them die, and yet they proceed inthe prac- 
tice, the same as though it was an infalia- 
bie cnre —“*O that they were wise! that 
they understood ths! that they would con- 
sider their latier end !” Moses. 
—~=— 
Dress. 

Some people lace themselves so that 
they cannot often move or breathe easily. 
Stays distert the chest, prevent natural ex- 
pansion and action of the stomach and 
bowels; torpid, costive state of them fol- 
lows, and distortion, according to the force 
usedao prevent it. Though the imprison- 
ed sufferer, may, by habit, under littie ex- 
ersion bear them, she paves the way for ob- 
stinate cough, and cousumption.—Vital or- 
gans suiler no limitation of dne expansion 
without great vi-k.— Mea. Intell. 

tine 

Valuable Vegiiuile Eye Water. 

This valuable remedy for sore eyes is 
prepared by the Editor, and @&kept con- 
stantly for sale at No. 16, Prince-street— 
price 124 cents per ounce. 

American and W. India Cayenne, of a sue 
perior quality, ior sale as above. Also Snuff 
for catarrh, and head-ach. Salve, of an ex- 


cellent quality. 
—<— 


Vegitable Itch Oinnitment. 


Prepared by E. Swrrxn, and sold by him 
at No. 15, Prince Street, Boston. is 

This Ointment is a certain cure for the 
lich, and is perfectly sate for old or young. 
There is no disagreeable smell about it. 
While curing the complaint, it cleanses the 
clothes, so (hat there is no need of chang. 
ing the apparel, or bed clothes. [t may be 
applied by the fire, or in bed, without the 
least fear of taking cold- 

The quantity sufficient in general, to 
cure one person, is sold for 624 cents, 
with directions. ‘ 
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